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Dr. H. Kushal Chand

Introduction

Jainism has been deemed as one of the
oldest religions that exists even today and
focuses on austerity through asceticism and
the attainment of liberation for the seekers.
This religion geographically has been located
within the Indian subcontinent till the 19°
century after which it has attained a somewhat
global status. Jainism is now viewed as a
solution to issues that the world faces today. At
this time too, Jainism as a religion was one that
was fully developed with all its tenets in place
making a mature religion boasting a long
extended period of existence. The tenets
established then are the ones that are still being
followed today making it a religion that has
remained unchanged for more than 2,600
years. However, the time of existence is not the
only factor that makes Jainism a revered
religion.'

The religion has gained much
importance owing to its extended influence
over the spiritual and religious thought
process of India today. The thought process
that includes the concept of the world and life-
negating each other has been said to be lifted
from the ideals of Jainism and other similar
religions that existed around the 6" century,
BCE. Such a thought process is also thought to
have converted the pessimistic nature of the
Vedic religion into a more optimistic one with
ideals such as the transmigration of the soul,
aversion to the killing and sacrificing animal
life, the concept of holiness (relating to
ascetics), and the thought that being born into
the world in itself is karmic that have been
lifted from Jainism as well as other similar
religions that existed during that time. Several

Buddhist and Jaina texts bear evidence to the
same.”
Historical Background of Jainism

Jainism is one of the oldest religions in
India. Time and again, it was practised,
perfected and preached by the legendary
Tirthankara, Tirthankaras are liberated ones
who have shown the path to liberation.
Mahavira being the last of them, prospered in
6" century BCE. This was a time of
revolutionary changes in intellectual, social
and spiritual thought across the world. During
that period, several distinguished spiritual and
social thought leaders, such as Zoroaster in
Iran, Mahavira and Gautam Buddha in India,
Confucius in China and Isaiah in Israel, laid a
reformative foundation for change.’

In India there have been many
movements for religious and social reforms in
response to socio-economic transformation
and religious discrimination. During the Vedic
period the tradition of Brahamanical religion
and ritualism had become complex,
hierarchical and discriminatory. Only priests
were permitted to explain the Vedic texts,
enjoyed power, wealth and social status. The
rights and rituals lead to the exploitation of the
common people and Vedic religion became
both expensive and oppressive. Furthermore,
the caste system rooted in the Vedic tradition
became so rigid that the lower caste were
isolated and exploited by the upper caste. The
Sramana movements, such as Jainism and
Buddhism, voiced in opposition to this
Brahamanical tradition and brought about
several socio-religious changes.*

Harappan civilization
The Harappan civilization is considered
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the first Indian civilization developed on the
banks of Indus River; therefore, it is called the
Indus Valley Civilization. This was highly
developed and prosperous urban civilization.
It is generally accepted that the civilization
began between 2500 BCE and 1900 BCE.
According to the evidence from archaeolo-
gical excavations, this civilization covered
large geographical areas, including Harappa,
Mohenjodaro, Kalibangan, Ropar and Lothal.
The people who lived in this civilization
worshiped the mother goddesses, to represent
earth and fertility, as the origin and source of
all creation. Furthermore, they also
prominently worshiped trees and animals,
especially the pipal tree and the bull with a
hump. Moreover, according to archaeologists
and historians, excavated seals and statuettes
show that these people also worshiped
Tirthankaras, Shiva or his prototypes. The
reasons for the decline of the Harappan
civilization have been identified to be
decreasing fertility, environmental degra-
dation, epidemics, natural disasters such as
earthquakes and above all the much debated
Aryaninvasion.’

Vedic period

The Vedic period started with the decline
of the Harappan civilization after the Aryan
invasion in around 500 BCE. During this
period, Vedic Sanskrit texts were composed.
Hence, this phase from the 15" to the 5"
century BCE is called the Vedic Period. This
period is divided chronologically into the
early Vedic period (1500 BCE to 1000 BCE)
and the later Vedic period (1000 BCE to 600
BCE).’

In this period religion centered on the
worship of natural phenomena.lndra, Varuna,
Agni, Yama, Sarya, Savitri, Piashan and Ridra
were important gods and goddesses, and

people offered sacrifices to them. Offering
sacrifices and the recitation of prayers were
the dominant forms of worship. The priest did
not dominate rituals and ceremonies during
this period.

When Mahavira led the socio-religious
reformation based on the Sramana tradition,
the society had turned into a Varna-centered
society. The society was divided into four
classes according to the Varna system, and it
had become rigid. Thapar (2002) states that
there were three preconditions that led to the
society becoming Varna based and to the
social order turning rigid. 1) The society in
sixth century BCE was experiencing social
disparities. The socio-religious division based
on Varna had become concrete, and the
mobility of each class of Varpa was not
possible. 2) There was unequal access to
€conomic resources among various groups
within society. The upper sections of Varna
monopolized social and economic resources.
3) Inequalities were legitimized through a
theoretically Irreversible hierarchy that had
Supernatural authority.”

Religious Context of the Sixth Century
BCE

During the Sixth Century BCE, there
were two streams of religious tradition: the
Sramana traditions and the Brahmanic
tradition.’

Sramanic Tradition

When Brahmanical religion became
ritual-oriented, including animal sacrifice, the
domination of the priest and rigid caste
divisions based on VarpasramaDharma, the
non-vedic religious movements (sramanic
movements) such as Jainism and Buddhism,
led by Mahavira and Gautam Buddha,
revitalized the socity in the 6th century BCE as
arenovation.
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The word Sramana was derived from the
Sanskrit word S$ram, which has many
meanings: “to labor, to toil, to exert oneself”.
Sramana means “one who practices the
mendicant life”. In the Jain and Buddhist
Canonical texts, this term refers to the Jain and
Buddhist monks. Sramanas renounce the
world, follow an ascetic life to attain liberation
and focus on discovering the truth and
attaining true happiness, bliss or peace of
mind.

According to Long (2010), there are
three theories on the origins and
characteristics of S‘ramana movement. The
first is the protest reformation theory:
according to this theory, Mahavira and the
Buddha where reformers within North India.
During the time of Mahavira, society was
divided into four Varpas. Priests dominated
the religious and social vested rights, and the
lower caste were discriminated and exploited
economically and religiously. The Sramana
movement protested against this social
religious discrimination. Secondly, according
to the indigenous reaction theory, sramana
represents a reassertion of an older, pre-vedic
indigenous Indian tradition. In this view, the
vedic traditions where not derived from the
native Indian subcontinent, but were bought to
South Asia through Indo-European
migration.’ Finally in the third theory, the lives
and teachings of Mahavira and Buddha reflect
the interactions between two distinct Indo-
European cultural traditions : the Vedic
traditions of North Western India, and the
cultural traditions of the North-Eastern greater
Magadharegion.

The Sramanic sects did notbelieve in the
existence of god as a creator or determiner of
destiny. In contrast, people in the Vedic period
believe that sacrifice was the means of
appeasing and obtaining all good things from

the Gods or Goddesses. Sacrifice was
considered a perpetual link between human
beings and the divinity. Thus, people fulfilled
the religious or ritual obligations through
sacrifices. In contrast, there was no place for
gods or goddesses in the Sramana tradition.
Sramanas believed in finding natural laws
through the endeavors without the
intervention of the divine entity. A person did
not owe anything to a God in exchange for
favours or blessings, but relied on their own
actions and efforts, which is called karma.

The common features of Sramanic
sectors were, they challenged the authority of
the Vedas, they accommodated everyone,
irrespective of caste, into their community
(Sangha), they observed a set of ethical norms,
they were detached from the world and they
led alife of renunciation."

Brahmanic Tradition

The Brahmanic tradition was entirely
based on the Vedas, such as the Rgveda,
Samaveda, Yajurveda and Atharvaveda.
Therefore, besides Brahmanism, it is also
called Vedism. The word “Veda” comes from
the Sanskrit word “vid”, which means “to
know”. Veda is a collection of prayers and
hymns offered to the Gods. First, the Rgveda is
a collection of 1028 hymns used at the
sacrifices of the Aryan cult; it provides
information about the lives of people during
the early Vedic period. Second, the Samaveda
is not historical book, but a collection of verses
taken from the Rgveda arranged in a form for
singing and liturgical purposes. Third, the
Yajurveda concerns rituals performed publicly
orindividually. It contains sacrificial formulae
in prose and verse to be pronounced by priests.
Finally, the Atharvaveda is a collection of
magic spells in charms to ward off evil spirits
and diseases."

In the Indus Civilization, inhabitants
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worship mother earth as goddess, considered
trees and animals as divine entities, and the
rituals played a significant part in the religious
life. These religious practices merged with
other cults and doctrines until they overtook
the old faith of the Indian Aryan rulers.
According to the Rigveda, the most important
objects of worship where devas, derived from
the word “div” meaning the “radiant” or
“shining one”.” Tt is said that there were 33
divinities in the Vedic Pantheon, with Indra,
Agni and Soma occupying the most important
places among them. Indra was titled the “King
of Gods” and was considered the great
protector of society. People believed that he
fulfilled a dual function as a war god and
weather God. As the war god, he destroyed the
Fortress of the dasas and defeated the evil
Dragon vritra who held back the water. As the
weather god, he was associated with storms
and thunder.

Agni the God of Fire, functioned as in
intermediary between Gods and human
beings, consuming sacrifices offered to the
Gods and carrying the oblation to the Gods.
Although there were many significant
divinities during the Vedic period, such as
Varuna (guardian of the cosmic order), Vayu
(the wind deity), Aditi (the Infinite goddess),
Usas (dawn in the sun), Siirya (the god of sun)
and many other gods, the old deities lost their
greatness to other deities that rose in
popularity. Vishnu appeared as a form of the
Sun god, and he was assimilated into a local
God as Narayana. Similarly, Riidra, called the
“great god”, was considered to have merged
with Shiva later on."”

The Brahmanical religion only allowed
the three upper sections to perform and
participate in the rituals. Religious ceremonies
had become more exclusive aspect on the basis
of Varnas. When Brahmanas conducted the

rituals, kings and military Warriors from
Kshatriyas came later, and then the third caste,
the agriculturists and merchants, participated
in the rites. The si@dras were not allowed to
take part in the religious ceremonies.
Moreover, the costly and sophistical nature of
the rituals bought economic discrimination to
the society, as the poor could not afford to
perform them.

The Sramana movement, revolted
against socio-religious inequalities of the
marriage tradition, which was attached to the
ceremonies, rituals, sacrifices, and the priest-
centered religion. The non-vedic religion
evolved a complete nonviolence ideology, in
which every soul is the same. This principle
was of first and the foremost priority.
Therefore, violent activities such as harming
or killing any form of living being were
unacceptable.”

Four stages of life (Asramas)

According to the ancient Vedic tradition,
human life is divided into four stages. This is
called “Asramas”, derived from the Sanskrit
root ‘Srama’, which means ‘to exert’. This
system of the four stages of life became
component of the ethical theories in later
Indian philosophies.” The first stage was the
student period (Brahmacarya) which was
marked by chastity, devotion and obedience to
one's teacher and focused on education and the
practice of celibacy. The students learnt in a
Gurukul and lived with the Guru to obtain
knowledge of science, scripture, philosophy
and logic. The second stage, the householder
period (grhastha) refers to an individuals
married life, which included raising children
and sustaining ones family. Besides this, the
individual also helped and supported priests,
thereby fulfilling their religious duties. The
third, the forest dweller stage (vanaprastha),
began with having grandchildren, when an
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individual withdrew from concerns regarding
material things, handed over their household
responsibilities to the next generation, took on
an advisory role and practiced withdrawal
from worldly life. Finally the fourth stage, the
homeless renouncer (sanyasi) marked the
renunciation of material desires, partialities
and detachment from material things. The
ultimate concern for an individual during this
stage was secking union with the Absolute
(Brahman). Jainism rejected the ashrama
system and said that anybody at any given time
can attend to the higher spiritual calling
through non-violence, self restraint and
austerities. (Continue)
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Do All The GOOD

Sh. Bhavya Dhinesh Jain
B By all the means you can.
B Atall the places you can.
B To all the people you can.

B Do all the good you can.
B Inall the ways you can.
B [Inallthe times you can.

B Aslong........... asyoucan.
-17/729, Chopasni Housing Board, Jodhpur-342008 (Raj.)
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The Power of Subconscious Mind
Sh. Shrikant Gupta

There was a man who worked for the
railroad. One day as he went into the freezer
compartment to do his routine work, the door
accidentally closed and he found himself
trapped in the compartment.

He shouted for help but no one heard him
since it was past midnight. he tried to break
down the door but he could not. As he lay in the
freezer compartment, he began to feel colder,
and colder. Then he began to feel weaker, and
weaker, and he wrote on the wall of the
compartment, “I am feeling colder, and colder;
and [ am getting weaker, and weaker, 1 am
dying and these may be my last words.”

In the morning when the other workers
opened up the compartment they found him
dead. The sad twist to the above story is that
the freezing apparatus in the compartment had
broken down a few days ago.

The poor worker did not know about the
damaged freezing apparatus and in his mind
the freezing apparatus was working perfectly.
He felt cold, got weaker and literally willed
himselfto die.
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Message :-Our sub-conscious mind can
be cheated. The sub-conscious mind can only
accept and act on information passed to it by
the conscious mind. It has no capacity to reject
or decline any instructions or information
passed to it by the conscious mind. In the case
of the poor worker, he consciously thought
that he was getting colder, weaker and dying
and the sub-conscious mind accepted the
above instructions and affected his physical
body. That was how he willed himselfto die.
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Acharya Hasti Meghavi Chatravritti Yojna Has Successfully Completed 13 Years And Contributed
Scholarship To Nearly 4500 Students. Many Of The Students Have Become Graduates, Doctors, Software-
Professionals, Engineers And Businessmen. We Look Forward To Your Valuable Contribution Towards This
Noble Cause And Continue In Our Endeavour To Provide Education And Spirituals Knowledge Towards A
Better Future For The Students. Please Donate For This Noble Cause And Make This Scholarship
Programme More Successful. We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors.

We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors
MEMBERSHIP PLAN (ONE YEAR)

SILVER MEMBER GOLD MEMBER PLATINUM MEMBER
RS.50000 RS.75000 RS.100000
DIAMOND MEMBER KOHINOOR MEMBER
RS.200000 RS.500000

Note - Your Name Will Be Published In Jinwani Every Month For One Year.

The Fund Acknowledges Donation From Rs.3000/- Onwards. For Scholarship Fund Details Please

Contact M.Harish Kavad, Chennai (+91 95001 14455)

The Bank A/c Details is as follows - Bank Name & Address - AXIS BANK Anna Salai, Chennai (TN)
A/c Name- Gajendra Nidhi Acharya Hasti Scholarship Fund IFSC Code - UTIB0000168
A/c No. 168010100120722 PAN No. - AAATG1995J)

Note- Donation to Gajendra Nidhi are exempted u/s 80G of Income Tax Act 1961.
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JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

Special Foods for undernourished Children
Supplementary Nutrition Food for Mass Feeding Programmes

With Best Wishes :

JVUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

G-220, Sitapura Ind. Area,

Tonk Road, Jaipur-302022 (Raj.) i B
Tel.: 0141-2770294 Certification 22000
Email-jvsfoods @yahoo.com N—

Website-www.jvsfoods.com
FSSAI LIC. No. 10012013000138



WELCOME TO A HOME THAT DOESN'T
FORCE YOU TO CHOOSE.
BUT, GIVES YOU EVERYTHING INSTEAD.

Life is all about choices. So, at the end of
your long day, your home should give you
everything, instead of making you choose.
Kalpataru welcomes you to a home that
simply gives you everything under the sun.

ARTIST'S IMPRESSION

Centrally located in Thane (W) | Sky park | Sky PROJECT
community | Lavish clubhouse | Swimming I M M E N s A
THANE (W)

pools | Indoor squash court | Badminton courts EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

TO BOOK 1, 2 & 3 BHK HOMES, CALL: +91 22 3064 3065

Site Address: Bayer Compound, Kolshet Road, Thane (W) - 400 601. | Head Office:101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opposite Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (E),
Mumbai - 400 055. | Tel: +91 22 3064 5000 | Fax: +91 22 3064 3131 | Email: sales@kalpataru.com | Website: www.kalpataru.com

In association with

This property
specifical

ed with Axis Truste
, facilities, dimensions, e

Ltd. and Housing Development Finance Corporation Limited. The No Objection Certificate/Permission would be provided, if required. All

t to the approval of the respective authorities and the developers reserve the right to change the specifications or features without PROPERTY FUND

any notice or obligation. Images are for representative purposes only. *Conditions apply.
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If undelivered, Please return to
Samyaggyan Pracharak Mandal
Above Shop No. 182,
Bapu Bazar, Jaipur-302003 (Raj.)
Tel. : 0141-2575997
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