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ANTS
Mprs. Minakshi Dinesh Jain

If you put 100 black ants and 100 red
ants in a jar, nothing will happen.

But if you shake the jar, ants will start
killing each other.

Red ants will believe that black is
enemy, while black will believe that red

isthe enemy.

But the real enemy is the person who
shook the jar.

The same is true in our society also.

Before we start fighting each other, we
must ask ourselves. Who shook the jar?

-17/729, CHB, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)
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Convergences and Divergences in Jain Philosophy and

Modern Science
Dr. Priyadarshana Jain

Introduction

Man today lives in a very scientifically
and technologically advanced environment
exploring the minutest world of atoms and
micro-organisms and also the vast infinite
space before him; yet he is confronted with
many challenges that his ancestors never faced
or dreamt of !

Both Science and Jain Philosophy
provide answers and solutions to the mysteries
of the world but their ways and approaches are
different. Both provide excellent insights of
the complex reality. Yet there are
convergences and divergences in Jain
Philosophy and Science. Although the Jains
claim that Jain Philosophy is scientific,
universal and relevant for all times and for all
people, yet the scientific and intellectual
community is yet to take cognizance of the
deep spirituo-eco-philosophy of the
Tirthankaras.

The Jains have nothing against the
scientific temperament provided it promotes

Points of Divergences

non-violence, self-restraint and peace at the
individual and collective level. No doubt
science and technology have made life easy
and comfortable but we should not forget that
misuse of them has made us spiritually
bankrupt and psychologically anxious, fearful
and insecure. In this context we need the
philosophy of the enlightened spiritual
scientists who promoted vitaraga-vijianata
above everything else. Just as fire is neither
good nor bad, it is what it is; it depends on the
end user who may use it to bake a cake or to
burn a forest. In the same way science and
technology are neither good nor bad, it
depends on the user to use it to promote
universal brotherhood and peaceful
coexistence or a world torn with war and
terror.

In this paper an analysis of the scientific
nature of Jain principles is made although not
directly compared with so-called modern
science. The points of divergences are
significantly analyzed first:

S. Nomenclature
No.

Jain Philosophy

Modern Science

1. Source

The source is omniscience,
which is revelation of omnis-
cient/kevala-jfiani.

The source is experimentation,
observation, derivation and
inference.

2. Kind of
knowledge

The knowledge of

direct.

omniscients is Pratyaksha/

The knowledge here is Paroksha/
indirect, ie.through the medium of
senses and mind.
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Nomenclature

Jain Philosophy

Modern Science

View

The revelations of omniscients
are eternal, ie. they are
essentially the same for all
people at all places at all times
(sarva-jana, sarvatra, sarvada)
and they reveal the working of
the order of the whole universe.
Hence their view is the eternal
view.

The findings of science are based
on hypothesis, assumptions and
inference and so are subject to
interpretations and change.
Hence its view is partial view.

Metaphysics

Jain metaphysics explains the
working of the universe
through the concepts like
dravya-guna-paryaya, utpada-
vyaya-dhrauvya, 7/9 tattvas,
six-dravyas, etc.

Science too talks of origination,
destruction, change,
permanence, etc but the
essence is lost in the approach
and is yet to present a model of
the universe and come closer to
talking of six dravyas.
Although they explore and talk
of dimensions related to space,
time, matter etc.

Life forms

Jainism accepts life in earth,
water, fire, air and plants. It
says that the entire universe is
filled with micro-organisms
and there is not a single space
point where life is not found.

Science is yet to establish the
presence of life as in earth, water,
fire, air bodied beings. Maybe
soon, it will!! And this will be
good for the health of the
individual and the planet.

Weapons

The Acharanga Sutra reveals
that the six-life forms are
weapons for each other and the
greatest weapon is the bhava-
shastra ie, the weapon of non-
restraint and fire is called
dirgha-loka-shastra, ie.weapon
of mass destruction not just of
the human world but of the
entire eco-system.

Man ought to be careful in using
fire but there is a race of building
weapons of mass destruction.
Man is literally playing with fire
in multifarious forms and this is
causing serious global health
issues.
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Nomenclature

Jain Philosophy

Modern Science

Virus and Vaccine

Jainism strongly asserts that the
virus of perversion/ ignorance/
passion (kashaya) is in all of us
and the vaccine which is the
antidote for all viruses is the
rightness of knowledge, vision
and conduct which is also to be
discovered within.

Science keeps discovering
different kinds of micro and
macro forms of living and keeps
bringing new kinds of vaccines.

8.4 million

Jain spiritual scientists have
revealed that there are infinite
living beings grouped in 8.4
million species. This number is
given in Hindu, Buddhist and
Sikhs texts.

Science does not talk in terms
of 8.4 million species, although
3 million species are found by
it, study of which is done in
biology, micro-biology,
biotechnology etc.

Existences

Jainism talks about four gati,
five jati and so on. The Indus
seals bear the swastika which is
symbolic of the four-fold
existences.

Science talks of classes of beings
in some way but not in the form
of four-fold existence, etc.

10.

Fundamentals

The whole universe comprises
of living and non-living beings
called jiva and ajiva respec-
tively. The focus here is to
primarily differentiate one
form from the other and to
embark upon the path of
liberation.

The first lesson of science is that
of living and non-living. But the
focus here is not liberation or
spiritual accomplishment.

11.

Basic assumption

Jain philosophy starts with the
basic assumption of the
existence of soul, karma,
rebirth etc.

As a subject, modern science
may talk of some of these
concepts but they do not
prescribe to them as beliefs and
their knowledge is not imparted
in a regular way in science
forums.
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S.
No.

Nomenclature

Jain Philosophy

Modern Science

12.

Happiness

Jain philosophy inspires its
followers to seek real and
eternal happiness which is
independent, transcendental
and immanent.

Science too does not tell you to
seek material happiness. But by
applying science, man has
developed technology that has
made life more comfortable than
ever before. This is good, but not
enough! But the dependence on
technology has its pros and cons
which should be taken into
consideration.

13.

Exploration

Jainism is needed to explore the
self and realize one-self in
order to liberate oneself from
the cycle of transmigration.

Science on the other hand does
not talk of the pursuit of
liberation, although it guides
you to explore the microcosm
and macrocosm.

14.

The Path

Jainism advocates the path of
liberation which constitutes of
right faith, right knowledge
and right conduct.

Some scientists do accept
liberation. But science as a
discipline does not stress onit.

15.

Kind of Science

Jain philosophy is primarily the
philosophy of vitaraga-vijna-
nata ie. the science of deta-
chment and enlightenment.

Actually science cannot equate
with philosophy because people
use science and technology and
promote attachment only.

16.

Structure of the
Universe

The Jain logo/symbol presents
the crux of Jain philosophy in
the form of purushakara/
human form, which is the
structure of the universe.

Science or any other religion for
that matter is yet to give a model
of the universe. They are yet to
establish the structure of the
universe.

17.

Geography &
Cosmology

Jain Karananuyoga gives the
details of cosmology,
geography and so on which are
revealed in the upangas which
are the secondary canons.

Science too gives the details of
cosmology, geography and so on
but parallels cannot be drawn
between Jainism and scientific
thought because they do not
converge. The reason for this is
that all the revelations of
omniscients are not available to
us and science too is a discipline
ofnever ending search.
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S.
No.

Nomenclature

Jain Philosophy

Modern Science

18.

Challenges and
the time cycle

The time cycle - kaal chakra
gives details of the ascending
and descending time cycles
where mankind makes
progressive growth and degra-
dation.

This can be seen more so in
modern times and hence there is
talk of global warming, climate
change, sustainable develo-
pment, species extinction, etc.

19.

Purpose

The purpose of the study of Jain
philosophy ought to be self-
realization, self-purification
and self-conquer.

Although medical science is
advanced today and helps you to
get rid of diseases and ailments.
But what about liberation from
birth and death. Science
predominantly does not address
this question.

20.

Karma

The theory of karma and
karmic bondage are systema-
tically presented in the sacred
Jain texts and one can get
answers to the diverse
phenomenon occurring in day
today life.

Science may infer about karma
but it is yet to recognize the
existence of karmic particles and
give justification for the
injustice happening everywhere.

21.

Creation

Jainism says that the creator is
embedded in the creation.
Every moment creation and
destruction is taking place at
the conscious and material
levels, yet both consciousness
and matter are eternal. This
complex reality is to be under-
stood from different point of
views.

Science tries to explore only the
creation and gives theories of big
bang, God particle etc, although
different religions propound
different creation theories.

22.

Philosophy of
Anckanta

Of the 3 principles of Jainism
Anekanta is the most important
one because when this prin-
ciple is applied the actual
ahimsa and aparigraha begin to
be understood.

Science too says that reality is
complex and there are many
dimensions.
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S. Nomenclature Jain Philosophy Modern Science
No.
23. Limitation of | Jainism says that even an |Science too has its limitation and
Speech omniscient cannot reveal |talksofthingsrelatively.
reality in totality. They only
know it in totality. Due to the
limitation of speech even an
omniscient has used the 'Syad'
pada to disclose the reality.

24, Science and Art | Jainism is both a science and | Science cannot be equated with
art. It is an independent|art but all art forms involve
discipline which talks of| certainscientific temperamentin
bheda-vijiana—science of logical application.
differentiation of the self from
the non-self and teaches the art
of right living through ahimsa-
sanyama-tapa and art of
embracing the inevitable death
through sallekhana.

25. Branches of In order to understand real | Science too is divided into many

Study Jainism one has to master the | branches and one may master a
four anuyogas only then one | few branches but not the entire
can discover the wisdom of the | science as such.

Jinas embedded in the Jain
Scriptures.

26. Faith One has to systematically study | The utility of science has to be
Jain Philosophy otherwise it measured from spiritual, psych-
will lead to blind faith and | ological, axiological, environ-
perversion remains unchecked. | mental and other viewpoints for

man to live in peace and
harmony.

217. Values Only when a person values his | Violence and crime are glorified

true self above everything else
the greatest sin of mithyatva/
perversion can be checked.
Only then he starts valuing the
universal values and is ready to
evendie for them.

by the misuse and overuse of
science and technology if a
person does not value the univ-
ersal values. Eg. Squid game,
violent games, gun -culture,
growing violence and terror, etc.
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S.
No.

Nomenclature

Jain Philosophy

Modern Science

28.

Application of
Logic

Philosophy gives a view of life
and religion is a way of life.
Jainism is both a philosophy
and a religion as ratna-traya
first tells you to have a right
view of reality and then take to
it steadfastly. Having the right
view is possible through the
understanding of the tools of
logic. This makes Jain
principles scientific, practical
and universal. Without
understanding the scientific
basis of Jain principles one
cannot be a true Jain.

Science too promotes logical
understanding of things. But
when man blinded by his
ignorance and prompted by
greed is destroying the planet.
He has become a slave to the
gadgets and in his pursuit to do
things more sophisticatedly he
has lost sight of simple yet
important things in life.

29.

Hand in hand

The word religion comes from
the root verb 'religare' which
means to connect. True religion
should help man to connect
with god/godhood, his pure
self, other men and the
environment at large. So it is
rightly said that religion
without science is blind and
science without religion is
lame. Both go hand in hand.
And the great Jain principles of
ahimsa, anekanta and
aparigraha and the three jewels
help man to connect
holistically within and the vast
cosmos through vitaraga-
vijiiana.

Science is yet to unravel the
mysteries coded in the religious
texts. Today the young
generation too talks of
minimalism and Science tells us
to use the resources judiciously
but to talk of vitaragata, etc is a
bit too much for the materialist.

30.

Ways

The message of Jain philoso-
phical thought is experience of
reality through vastu-svarupa-
vichar and become truly
independent.

The way of science is experi-
ment leading to innovations,
inventions, etc. Man is beco-
ming more and more dependent
on these inventions at the cost of
mental and physical health.
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Few Points of Convergences

1.

Both Jain philosophy and science promote
scientific analysis and reject blind faith
and superstitions.

Both disciplines want the followers to
question everything, analyze and then
cometo a conclusion.

There is ample scope for research and
application in both fields.

Both talk of minimizing the usage of
natural resources which are limited.

Both address the environmental issues and
cry for urgent concern.

Newer researches come closer to proving
the facts established by the Jain
philosophy.

As science develops one can get more and
more points to elaborate in the
philosophical world.

Both establish the application and
importance of deductive and inductive
logic.

Conclusion

1.

Today in the realms of science, religion
and philosophy, rationality seems to be
overtaken by the forces of unreason.
Modern education focuses more on
material improvements and accomplis-
hments rather than on holistic growth of
mind, body and spirit. Vast strides in
material world do not match growth in
moral values and so peace and harmony
remain mere ideals globally.

Today we need an inclusive education
philosophy where the right balance
amongst science, technology, religion and

7.

philosophy is found.
Science and philosophy should teach man
the art of dynamic equilibrium wherein all
life forms are respected and no life is
abused for all life is interconnected. Even
if one strand in the web of biosphere is
broken, the entire web can collapse.
Both science and philosophy should help
man to decode the roots of violence and
terror to help humanity which is at
crossroads.
Many Jains are not scientists yet the
scientific temper is very high in the Jain
canonical literature as they are revealed by
the spiritual scientists called Tirthankaras.
Yet tall claims should not be made that
Jainism can solve all the problems of the
world. Although illustrations and
examples of modern science can be used
to put forward the metaphysical and
ethical content coded in this eternal
dharma.
The Jains should not harp on childhood
learning and claim supremacy of their
faith and tradition, rather take to
systematic study and presentation of the
Jain concepts using modern technology
and promote real intelligence over
artificial intelligence.
Both science and philosophy should
integrate and strive to promote humanity,
spirituality and divinity rising above
narrow interpretations for the larger good
ofall stakeholders.

-Associate Prof and Head, Dept of Jainology,

University of Madras, Chennai 600005 (Tamilnadu)

1.
2.

Replacing negative thoughts with positive

I can’tdo this. »
I'amnot confident enough. »

I can do this and try to succeed.
Iam confident.
I'will embrace learning as a way to grow.

- Jainism Part-2'
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Wish before you eat

1. Everyday, for 5 minutes. I will keep the
doors open and wait for the Guru deva to
come.

2. 1 will repeat Namaskar Sootra five times
before meals.

3. I will keep all the sachitta (with living
organisms) items away from the dining
table. Like : (A) Raw vegetables, (B)
Fruits, (C) Mobile, (D) Watch that has
cells, (E) Unboiled water, (F) Items from
the fridge, (G) Whole raw almonds, raw
ground nuts, raisins, mustard seeds, cumin
seeds, sesame seeds etc. which are
sachitta.

4. 1 will think that if an ascetic visits my
house, I will offer food to him first and
then I will eat. All those who get the
opportunity to offer alms are lucky.

5. The food which I am eating is made after
killing so many one sensed living beings. |
ask for forgiveness from all of them. I

think I should leave this food and do
penance some times.
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6. The energy thatI get from this food should
be utilized only in good and religious
works.

-’Learn Jainism with Fun Part-1’
Question Answer
Shri Dulichand Jain

Q1. What is the greatest contribution of

Jainism to the world?

Ans. To say that ahimsa is the greatest

contribution of Jainism to the world culture

would not be an exaggeration. Ahimsa is the
foremost principle in the evolution of Jainism.

In its various forms such as compassion,
love and tolerance, ahimsa has become the
life-breath of Indian culture. It has also been
embraced by other religions and cultures
worldwide.

As mentioned in Dasavaikalika Sitra :

“In the all-pervasive spirit of non-violence,

other vows of truth, non-stealing, non-

possession and celibacy are naturally

included.”
-Chennai (Tamilnadu)
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9! TG TRt ST 8ok | T 371 T L& TIRT 3TCd &1 8% 7, o 1 3T HaRS 34 & (|
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Acharya Hasti Meghavi Chatravritti Yojna Has Successfully Completed 13 Years And Contributed
Scholarship To Nearly 4500 Students. Many Of The Students Have Become Graduates, Doctors, Software-
Professionals, Engineers And Businessmen. We Look Forward To Your Valuable Contribution Towards This
Noble Cause And Continue In Our Endeavour To Provide Education And Spirituals Knowledge Towards A
Better Future For The Students. Please Donate For This Noble Cause And Make This Scholarship
Programme More Successful. We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors.

We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors
MEMBERSHIP PLAN (ONE YEAR)

SILVER MEMBER GOLD MEMBER PLATINUM MEMBER
RS.50000 RS.75000 RS.100000
DIAMOND MEMBER KOHINOOR MEMBER
RS.200000 RS.500000

Note - Your Name Will Be Published In Jinwani Every Month For One Year.

The Fund Acknowledges Donation From Rs.3000/- Onwards. For Scholarship Fund Details Please

Contact M.Harish Kavad, Chennai (+91 95001 14455)

The Bank A/c Details is as follows - Bank Name & Address - AXIS BANK Anna Salai, Chennai (TN)
A/c Name- Gajendra Nidhi Acharya Hasti Scholarship Fund IFSC Code - UTIB0000168
A/c No. 168010100120722 PAN No. - AAATG1995J

Note- Donation to Gajendra Nidhi are exempted u/s 80G of Income Tax Act 1961.

BEGRT AT A FEIar AP & TG 99 A1 D FR-aRaT 1 918 7@ § 39T 3P7ed a1 HR
quarsH faar, @ dafie, A<iadl gd e @eahT Uafad #3 FA ardl & A1 H e -
oot sum wEEt - sftar Tfta S e st =, gEea

KOHINOOR MEMBER (RS.500000) GOLD MEMBER (RS. 75000)
sftme] AR St qoiia, g;?_g sfteft gearard Fgumameg St seREn, fIrgR (war.)
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TogTaTE 3ol oft oed, Sserd (fomri-met.) | | sftmrey widta Asftemer Sft ARGz (FERTS)
sftare] TRt ot FRegsht arsﬁa'ru;giaﬁair (3o
DIAMOND MEMBER (RS.200000) PLATINUM MEMBER (RS.100000)
M/s Prithvi Exchange (India) Ltd., Chennai m@ﬁac—q’ ;m q;ng IF, deed|
- 33‘1 oq Aq HdTg, Yool ﬂﬁg|
sl goveree; 31 Famare of e, 9 3, Jorei aﬁw{aﬁmﬁﬁnﬁsﬂmsﬁa@,aaé
SILVER MEMBER (RS.50000) sfiie] sraTene Sft s3I St wefae, Y]
ofteret rereTaT HigeTet S SleRT, Sera (WarenTe) sl TSt St TrTea St WeR, fruehese-der|
ofrT srfierg <t S (TRt arer), AR, s | O =% e R sft wiaen, wrwefweta ()|
sfiwre] TramIereeg QRREeG St ger, sieTag (Her.) sfiurs] Rsragar s g st feha Sft sitdl, ngeeis-ferters|
shoch e of et s e o s, e, ey | 5 917 Tt snfdveey Avsw, afiereg |

! ; sftmret Sft. sTUTIARTSTof, BHeAGARST, IUeEEHRS, BRIEER (BRATT 1)
shteer crezmrersh efteroft e, foaramomend (RAToTR) | -8 caorolt aaran, St i oft AT, SereT (ST )

sfae Rraefsh woerd, STeIf 7o, seaik (Mea waen) sftrer Ut Faftersht daw, frsaewed (afieerg)

sfte &t srfeg Sft Rieelt, sett s, T sfteeht oedT =7, SHRTERiE St aer, TaSh Bt gae, I
sftreft = fakeg Sft grrom, g (ameiik are) za.sﬁmq&masﬁmaéﬁzsﬁmﬁ,m@fg:ﬁw
sfTet FeeTeTer Aemars Sft SrEw, AnaEt-Sers sfiaTe] Tteg SERAS St aTEER, YeeTE

wguh & forg 3% a1 gTve Pty & 39 0@ R A - M.Harish Kavad - No. 5, Car Street, Poonamallee, CHENNAI-56
BIAGITT G151 A HaTea TSR & forg F7ad o< - A1 344, aaé (+91 95430 68382)
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S @rar AH-JINWANI, Sioh-State Bank of India, sis TTd1 §&1-51026632986, St
| @TA1-SAVING Account, 311‘5‘@@ T=|ﬁ"e\'—SBIN0031843,§|'T€I—Bapu Bazar, Jaipur
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With Best Compliments :
Rajeev Nita Daga Foundation Houston
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JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

Special Foods for undernourished Children
Supplementary Nutrition Food for Mass Feeding Programmes

With Best Wishes :

JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

G-220, Sitapura Ind. Area,

Tonk Road, Jaipur-302022 (Raj.) oo S'afety S )
Tel.: 0141-2770294 Certification 22000
Email-jvsfoods @yahoo.com N—

Website-www.jvsfoods.com
FSSAI LIC. No. 10012013000138




WELCOME TO A HOME THAT DOESN'T
FORCE YOU TO CHOOSE.
BUT. GIVES YOU EVERYTHING INSTEAD.

Life is all about choices. So, at the end of
your long day, your home should give you
everything, instead of making you choose.
Kalpataru welcomes you to a home that
simply gives you everything under the sun.

© 022 3064 3065

LI TN TN 4 Y

ARTIST'S IMPRESSION

Centrally located in Thane (W) | Sky park | Sky PROJECT

community | Lavish clubhouse | Swimming I M M E N s A

THANE (W)
pools | Indoor squash court | Badminton courts EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

TO BOOK 1, 2 & 3 BHK HOMES, CALL: +91 22 3064 3065

Site Address: Bayer Compound, Kolshet Road, Thane (W) - 400 601. | Head Office:101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opposite Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (E),  In association with
Mumbai - 400 055. | Tel: +91 22 3064 5000 | Fax: +91 22 3064 3131 | Email: sales@kalpataru.com | Website: www.kalpataru.com

i PROPERTY FUND

jection Certifical
a the approval of the respective authorities and the developers reserve the right to ¢
r representative purposes only. *Conditions apply

4 N 7 N\
If undelivered, Please return to

Samyaggyan Pracharak Mandal
Above Shop No. 182,
Bapu Bazar, Jaipur-302003 (Raj.)
Tel. : 0141-2575997

Trustee Services Ltd. and Housing Developrr
etc. are

ent Finance Corporation Limite
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