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Applied Philosophy of Economics of Mahavira

Dr. Samani Shashi Prajna

Introduction

Today we are moving from mono utility
to multi-utility. This has led us towards the
burning problem of global warming and ever
increasing number of psychosomatic diseases.
Ithas also led social inequality. This Economic
inequality and vast differences in the mode of
consumption are the two curses of our age.
Accumulation of wealth on the one side and
the lust for worldly enjoyment on the other, are
jointly responsible for the emergence of the
present day materialistic consumer culture.
The wide difference in material possession as
well as in the modes of consumption has
divided the human race into two categories of
'Haves' and 'Have notes.! At the dawn of
human history also, undoubtedly, these classes
were existent but never before the vices of
jealousy and hatred were as alarming as these
are today. Not only disappropriate distribution
of wealth but luxurious life led by affluent
people these days, is the main cause of
jealousy and hatred in the hearts of the poor.
That's why Acharya Mahapragya rightly said,
'Hungry man is the biggest terrorist.' So the
need of the hour is to incorporate the new
model of Non-violent economics of Mahavira
to establish a crimeless and problem free
society of eco-friendly co-existence.
Human Centered Economics

Mabhavira do believed in the utility of the
wealth but at the same time he claimed wealth
is always a means and it shouldn't be
considered as an end. So Mahavira's Non-
violent Economics aims at human centered
economics rather than comfort centered
economics. He added that while earning

wealth, human values shouldn't be sacrificed.
Koutilya said, money rules everything.' In my
opinion however economics rules everything,
the main aim of Non-violent economics is to
provide ways and means to fulfill the basic
needs of every individual and not the desires.
This is the basic difference between
Mabhavira's concept and the concepts of
modern economics. Mahavira's Non-violent
Economics emphasizes on the development of
compassion and sensitivity along with the
pace of economic development in an ethical
manner.
Balanced Personality and Anekantic
Perspective

Non-violent Economics of Mahavira is
potential enough to promote holistic and
balanced personality through the development
of anekantic perspective. It is really a
misbelief that mere money and the fulfillment
of desires can bring about happiness. It should
be very clear that happiness and contentment
are not based on our possessions but upon the
kind of attitude or mentality we possess
towards materialistic objects. So Mahavira
believed in the notion, 'Change your
perspective and the world would be changed.'
On the basis of this maxim, Non-violent
Economics can explore the change of vision at
the individual level, can develop the culture of
tolerance at familial level, can establish
peaceful co-existence at social level and
universal brotherhood at national and the
international level. It is anekantic perspective
which considers each and every thought,
speech, action and the concept to be relative.
This view of relativity of Mahavira can
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awaken the spiritual consciousness along with
the materialistic consciousness for the
balanced and integrated development of the
nation.

Planet, People and profit concern
Economics

Let us analyze the applied philosophy of
Non-violent Economics in the three fold
principle of Mahavira i.e. limited desires,
limited consumption and limited
accumulation. To this, many persons claim
that religious restraints, self-discipline are not
productive and are impediment to
development. In reality, however it is only
when we think in terms of worldly pleasures
that they appear to be obstacles. It we consider
them from the point of view of human welfare;
we would find that they are not obstructive but
conducive to development. As Non-violent
Economics of Mahavira asks for self profit to
be moderated by the concern for others
through the self imposed restrain over ones
desires, accumulation and consumption which
is the basis of eco-friendly social life.

During the process of analytical study of
Non-violent Economics., 1 arrived at the
remedy that the cause of entire social
inequality lies in incontentment. It is greed
which is the mother of all actions. On the one
side, this greed is an effective motivator at the
same time it can be a worst enemy of the self
growth as well as of social development.
When this basic instinct of greed overrules, the
concern for others seems neglected then it
becomes the main cause of social degradation
in all walks of life. In I Uttaradhyayana
Stitra,1.18 Mahavira rightly said that desises
are endless as the sky. It is greed boosting
economy that has brought about one-sided
materialistic growth completely obliterating
the role of spiritual growth. I believe that 'T'

and 'Mine' these are two basic enemies of the
self. Unless and until they are not
universalized, the dream of peaceful
coexistence can't be made real. In
Dasvaikalika Sitra r rr Parigraha is identified
with (murch ) attachment. In Tattvartha Sitra
7.21, also Umasvati has emphatically pointed
out that parigraha is attachment. For this, we
have to apply multi-dimensional perspective
rather than mono perspective in all the
transactions of life. The notion of multi-
dimensional perspective will show us the path
towards the holistic solution for the prevailing
burning problems of today.Economists
especially are needed to brain-wash their
entire thought process and decentralize this T
and 'Mine' instinct. The narrow centered view
of satisfying ones ego, possessiveness and
wishes to enjoy the maximum luxuries of the
world at the personal level. Unless and until
this notion is submitted or directed from one to
many, self to society, the dream of Mahavira's
Non-violent Economics can't be translated
into reality.

Thus as an humanitarian and
compassionate philosophy Mahavira's Non-
violent Economics can prove to be relevant for
shaping global human values in the right
perspective and in right direction for
sustainable inner and outer peace. The concept
of Non-violent economics based on
Mabhavira's philosophy can act as a tool in
establishing social equality. So ahimsd in
conduct, aparigraha or limitation of desires in
business, anekant in thought and Syadvada
expression highlights the essence of
Mahavira's sociological applied philosophy of
Non-violent Economics in the world of

experience.
-Jain Vishava Bharati, Ladnun (Rajasthan)
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Questions and Answers
Sh. Dulichand Jain

Q.1- What are the three jewels of
Jainism?
Ans. The three ultimate concepts of

Jainism, also known as the three jewels are :-

1. Samyak Darsana (Right Vision) : Also
known as Right Faith, this is belief in the
teachings of the tirthankaras. It helps us to
see things for what they really are.

2. Samyak Jiiana (Right Knowlege) : It
means knowing the universe and its
constituents. It frees us from doubt and
delusion.

3. Samyak Caritra (Right Conduct) : It helps
us abide by ethical rules and religious
dictums.

In his last sermon, Tirthankara Mahavira
said that through faith, we come to believe in
the nature of substances; through knowledge,
we begin to understand them; and through
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conduct, we put an end to the flow of karmas.
The soul is liberated when all karmas are
annihilated. Together, Right Faith, Right
Knowledge and Right Conduct constitute the
Jaina path of liberation.

Q.2- Whoisatrueascetic?

Ans. Both men and women have the
option to take initiation into the Jaina
Religious order. Whether a monk (sadhu) or a
nun (sadhvi), a true ascetic is someone who :-
1. Isabsorbedin studying the self.

2. Isfree of worldly attachments.

3. Follows the three fold path of right faith,
right knowledge and right conduct.

4. Observesthe five great vows.

5. Observes the five regulations of conduct
and three guards against misconduct.

6. Cultivates the ten supreme virtues.

7. Lives according to the dictums of the
Agamas.

8. Guides householders on the right path.

No. 70, TTK. Road, Aalwarpeth, Chennai-600018
(Tamilnadu)
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before kickstarting
. Have a strategic plan

o 0h

accordingly

HOW TO REALLY ACHIEVE
YOUR GOALS

1. Make sure your goals are specific
2. Make sure your goals are measurable
3. Identify the obstacles and think of the solutions

- Break it dowwn into smmall ones
- Review your progress regularly and make tunings

- Mark dovwwn every tiny achievermrent along the way

- Share yvour goals with someocne else (it'H help yvou
stick to it)

9. Alwavys prepare an alternative plan

o~

E Lifehack
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How can we be happy in our life.
10 Make sentences using behind, intended, blessed, perishing.
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Acharya Hasti Meghavi Chatravritti Yojna Has Successfully Completed 13 Years And Contributed
Scholarship To Nearly 4500 Students. Many Of The Students Have Become Graduates, Doctors, Software-
Professionals, Engineers And Businessmen. We Look Forward To Your Valuable Contribution Towards This
Noble Cause And Continue In Our Endeavour To Provide Education And Spirituals Knowledge Towards A
Better Future For The Students. Please Donate For This Noble Cause And Make This Scholarship
Programme More Successful. We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors.

We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors
MEMBERSHIP PLAN (ONE YEAR)

SILVER MEMBER GOLD MEMBER PLATINUM MEMBER
RS.50000 RS.75000 RS.100000
DIAMOND MEMBER KOHINOOR MEMBER
RS.200000 RS.500000

Note - Your Name Will Be Published In Jinwani Every Month For One Year.

The Fund Acknowledges Donation From Rs.3000/- Onwards. For Scholarship Fund Details Please

Contact M.Harish Kavad, Chennai (+91 95001 14455)

The Bank A/c Details is as follows - Bank Name & Address - AXIS BANK Anna Salai, Chennai (TN)
A/c Name- Gajendra Nidhi Acharya Hasti Scholarship Fund IFSC Code - UTIB0000168
A/c No. 168010100120722 PAN No. - AAATG1995J)

Note- Donation to Gajendra Nidhi are exempted u/s 80G of Income Tax Act 1961.
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sfiwr HwereT AT i, A1 siAF geiteig MR e e A |
sitary 2ty = Siar St 3, wRe Tl S Soflay AT IR AT TS, T |
AR At Wi a1 g, G Hiar 2 & s AT o o Wi, €11

SILVER MEMBER (RS.50000) SiAry W o s b=

SiArT e TeEvlt, $=g SflaT SFaTeieT AT WAt Sit wfee, 4=
sitaF] 7T wwvit, 4= S TR T TSTRAR Sit WK, ReueiT—4=Tg1
aﬂqﬁgwam‘irﬂ,ﬁaﬂ Freardre Tmenedt f@eor Afftas o, smmEE|
ST HETEiE Sieenerst WeRr SernT (ureng) | oY, ST, dieT Rsrergnr Sit TiEer, gt (78T
AT SeTRT Sit AR, WA | sitar foorr sl St AR, 3T
FHoATATT TawaTedl e Aftad gee, FeRER| e
i e o e of e ot 1, T | 2L 3 et S
S T FeaAndt, seHeE |
Hfiar @ Feartt, Tag

TeanT B v 9% o1 gUe SEfaY ® g9 9@ W) A9- M.Harish Kavad - No.5,Car Street,Poonamallee, CHENNAI-56
BT AT & Seta SRt @ e awie we- #t S, 41§ (+91 95430 68382)
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JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

Special Foods for undernourished Children
Supplementary Nutrition Food for Mass Feeding Programmes

With Best Wishes :

JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

G-220, Sitapura Ind. Area,

Tonk Road, Jaipur-302022 (Raj.) il R
Tel.: 0141-2770294 Certification 22000
Email-jvsfoods @yahoo.com N—

Website-www.jvsfoods.com
FSSAI LIC. No. 10012013000138




WELCOME TO A HOME THAT DOESN'T
FORCE YOU TO CHOOSE.
BUT. GIVES YOU EVERYTHING INSTEAD.

Life is all about choices. So, at the end of
your long day, your home should give you
everything, instead of making you choose.
Kalpataru welcomes you to a home that
simply gives you everything under the sun. _

© 022 3064 3065
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ARTIST'S IMPRESSION

Centrally located in Thane (W) | Sky park | Sky PROJECT

community | Lavish clubhouse | Swimming I M M E N S A

THANE (W)
pools | Indoor squash court | Badminton courts EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

TO BOOK 1, 2 & 3 BHK HOMES, CALL: +91 22 3064 3065

Site Address: Bayer Compound, Kolshet Road, Thane (W) - 400 601. | Head Office:101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opposite Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (E),  In association with
Mumbai - 400 055. | Tel: +91 22 3064 5000 | Fax: +91 22 3064 3131 | Email: sales@kalpataru.com | Website: www.kalpataru.com

PROPERTY FUND

If undelivered, Please return to

Samyaggyan Pracharak Mandal
Above Shop No. 182,
Bapu Bazar, Jaipur-302003 (Raj.)
Tel. : 0141-2575997
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