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4. Fulfilment
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3afet Eat freshand stay fit.
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THE SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION OF DIFFERENT
IDEOLOGIES AND FAITH AS EXPOUNDED BY

TIRTHANKARA MAHAVIRA IN SU_TRAKRTA_N GA SUTRA
D. Reshma

(In continuation of the lastmonth)
ANEKANTVADA IN SUTRAKRTANGA
SUTRA

Sutrakrtanga Sutra sowed the seeds of
Anekantavada. In this text we find description
of 363 schools and all these schools claimed
that their views regarding reality were only
right view while the rest were wrong: much
like the present times. But according to
Tirthankara Mahavira all of them have a one-
sided view of reality. This one-sided view was
due to lack of analysis and resultant
incomplete interpretation of reality. Reality is
complex and any answer regarding it cannot be
absolute or categorical. Absolute or
categorical posturing leads to one-sidedness as
it explains only part of the problem and lcaves
the other part unexplained and is termed as
Mithyadarsana. An absolutistic attitude leads
to violence and is a result of passion and
attachment. The analytical approach to solving
philosophical questions is termed as Vibhajja
and Tirthankara Mahavira along with
Gautham Buddha were called Vibhajjavadis.
Vibhajjavada refers to answering a question
after analysing from various parts. The need
for an analytical approach is urgently needed
as blind faith leads to fanatism and intolerance.

Sankejjayasankitabhavabhikku.

vibhajjavadam ca viyagarejja. (1/15/22)

A monk must speak the language of
vibbhajjavada, so as not to create doubts in the
mind of the listener. He should speak
relatively with the principle of Anekanta.

It is from Vibhajjavada that the theory of
Anekant was developed. Jaina practice of

Anekanta meant respecting the views, faiths
and ideologies of others and Sutrakrtanga Sutra
laid the foundation stone with its analysis of
various philosophies. In Sutrakrtanga,
Tirthankara Mahavirahas advised ascetics to
speak the language of Vibhajja.

In the Anacarasruta adhyayana again
Tirthankara Mahavira calls for rejection of
Ekanta perspective and calls for
Sapekshavada or theory of relativity. The
adhyayana talks about seventeen opposing
pairs which exist as reals and an absolute
acceptance of any one is considered as ekanta
and anacara. Though acara deals with conduct,
in this adhyayana it is applied to saidhanthika
principles as well. Thus, Ekantavadi is one
who is bereft of Right Faith, Right Knowledge
and Right Conduct.

Ekehim' dohim’ thanehim,
vavaharo na vijjati |
Ekehim' dohim’ thapehim,
apayaram tu japae || (2/5/9)

The above sutra is repeated five times for
the Munis to be aware of the contrary views and
remain alert. Even the Tirthankaras cannot
explain the whole truth in absolute terms and use
Sapekshavada and Syadvada to express reality.

Anekanta is the application of
multiplicity of perception. Thus, it is not a
philosophy but a philosophical standpoint just
as there is the Advaitic standpoint of Sankara
and the standpoint of the Middle path of the
Buddhists. Anekanta literally means non-
absolution. Though the Anekanta period in
Jaina philosophical literature comes after the
end of the Agamic period, the genesis of the
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Anekantic idea is already present in the
Agamic literature in the form of Vibhajjavada
and rejection of ekanta in Sutrakrtanga Sutra.
The Bhagavati Sutra (16.6) refers to the
dreams dreamt by Tirthankara Mahavira just
before He attained Omniscience (Kevala-
jnana). The third vision in the dream was of a
Pansakholibird with multi-coloured(citra-
vicitra) wings. It symbolizes that Tirthankara
Mahavira will deliver the Dvadasanga which
will highlight the principles of sva-samaya and
para-samay. The multi-coloured wings of the
Pansakholi bird signify the promulgation of
Anekanta by Tirthankara Mahavira.

Anekanta accepts the possibility of two
contrary and opposing viewpoints existing
together in the same reality. In Sutrakrtanga
Sutra we find mention of Ksnikavada of the
Buddhist, the Eternityconcept of the Naya —
Vaisesika school. Jaina philosophy
acknowledged a degree of truth in these
principles. They neither dismiss the Ksnikavada
entircly nor do they dismiss the ideology of
Eternity entirely. They establish the relative
truth in both the contrary thoughts. Ksnikavada
was interpreted from the perspective of Rjusutra
Naya. (It only considers the modification of the
momentary present). From the perspective of
Rjusutra Naya the present moment is the only
reality. There is no past or future reality in this
Naya, thus Ksnikavada is relatively true. From
the perspective of substance, etemnality is
accepted. Momentary existence is attributed to
Paryayarthika Naya and eternal existence to
Dravyarthika Naya are found in the same
substance. To consider anyone point of view
real is ekanta. The Vedanta system advocates
Brahman as the only reality and the rest as
illusion this also is reconciled in the Jaina
philosophy under Sangraha Naya.It looks only
at generality of the substances. According to
Sangraha Naya the undivided is pure while the
divided is impure.

Avaropparamavirohesavvam’
atthittisuddhasangahane |
Hoe tamevaasuddham’
igijaivisesagahanena || (Nayacakra 208)

In fact, the most fundamental aphorisms
which explain the Jaina philosophy are written
with the spirit of Anekanta. Be it Samyag-
darsana-jnana-caritrani moksamargah from
Tatvartha Sutra or wutpada-vyaya-
dhravyayuktam sat again from Tatvartha
Sutra and the opening line of Sutrakrtanga
Sutra Bujjhejja tiuttejja bandhapam’
parijapiya.

Anekantavada promotes religious
pluralism over exclusivism. Exclusivism
leads to intolerance and fundamentalism. The
only way to overcome it is by promoting
religious pluralism by practising Anekanta.

Sayam Sayam pasansanta garahanta
param vayam /
Je u tattha viusamti sansaramte viussiya //
1/1/2/23.

Tirthankara Mahavira in Sutrakrtanga
Sutra states that those who praise their own
faith and ideologies and blame that of their
opponents thus distort the truth, will remain
confined to infinite cycles of birth and death.

Communication is the way to conflict
resolution. Once again Siitrakratanga teaches
us how to interact with people of opposing
ideologies. In the sixth Adhyayana dialogues
between Ardraka Kumar - a Jaina ascetic,
Gausalaka — propagator of Niyativada, a
Buddhist Bhiksu and Hastitapasa. The
dialogues an example of inter-faith dialogue
helps in understanding the etiquettes to be
followed during such discussions.Those who
believe that their belief alone is right and that
of others is wrong project an absolutistic
attitude which creates conflicts. Religious
fundamentalism and all other problems can be
solved by accepting an Anekanta or non-
absolute point of view. It resists philosophical
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dogmatism and recognizes the good qualities
of many different points of view.
Communication is the key to resolve rifts.
Another example of positive communication
is seen in the seventh adhyayana. The
conversation between Udaka Pedhalaputra,
belonging to Tirthankara Parsavanatha
tradition and Indrabhuti Gauthama, the first
Ganadhara of Tirthankara Mahavira. The
conversation between them is polite and
respectful and at the same time differing views
are discussed with great sincerity, the sole
objective being ascertainment of the truth.

Only those who take different viewpoints
together can grasp all aspects of a phenomenon
and attain right understanding. It is this broader
outlook that can establish harmony among
conflicting views of various religions.

In Sutrakrtanga Sutra, Tirthankara
Mahavira has given us the way to read and
understand various apparently differing
viewpoints. The pragmatic approach of
Tirthankara Mahavira in Sutrakrtanga Sutra is
the need of the hour. He has criticised those
views which promote a one-sided narrative of
reality. Though the text refutes the various
schools it does not disregard them entirely.
Though Tirthankara Mahavira was critical of
these one-sided narratives he discussed them
with great respect. We do not find names of
any of the teachers belonging to various
schools in Sutrakrtanga Sutra which once
again highlights the respect he had for his
contemporaries. He refrained from name
calling which we need to practice today as it
will help establish goodwill amongst different
religions and their leaders.

The spirit of religious tolerance
expounded by Tirthankara Mahavira in
Sutrakrtanga Sutra was carried forward by
later Jaina Acaryas. In the Isibhasiyaim text
the views of both Sramanic and Brahminic
teachers like Narada, Bharadvaja, Buddha and

Gosalakaare held in great esteem. They are
called Arhat Rsis and their preaching's are
regarded as Agamas. The tradition of religious
tolerance was carried on by Jaina Acarya like
Acarya Haribadra (8" CAD) and Acarya
Hemachandra(12® CAD) in their works,
respectively.

AcaryaHaribadra says—

Na me paksapato vire na dveso Kapiladisu/
Yuktimadvacanam’ yasya tasya karyah
parigrahah //

'l have no bias towards Lord Mahavira
and no disregard for Kapila and other saints
and thinkers.whatsoever is rational and logical
mustbe accepted'.

Acarya Hemachandra says —

Bhava bijankurajanana ragadya

ksayamupagata yasya /
Brahma va vispurva haro va jino-va
namastasmiai //

I bow to all those who have overcome
attachment and aversion which are the cause
of worldly existence, be they Brahma, Visnu,
Sivaor Jina.

Acarya Siddhasena in Sanmati Tarka
highlights the diversities in philosophical
ideologies.

Javaiya vayanavaha tavaiya ceva honti
nayavaya /
Javaiya nayavaya, tavaiya ceva
parasamaya //

As many forms of expressions are there,
so are the relative statements and as many
relative statements are there, so many are the
philosophies.

Ideological distinction is natural as there
are many ways to know truth which leads to
these distinctions. All schools of thought are
valid when they are understood from their own
viewpoint and so far, as they do not discard the
truth value of others.

Another aspect of Reconciliation
requires all involved to look within and



10 orgeR 2022 |

s | frorarft |

address their own prejudices. To initiate a
dialogue within the community is also equally
important and necessary in the current
scenario. The dialogue between Udaka
Pedhalaputra and Indrabhuti Gauthama is an
example of intra-faith dialogue. We see similar
intra faith dialogue in the Uttaradhyayana
Sutra between Kesi Muni and Indrabhuti
Gauthama. From time to time these dialogues
are required to remove any kind of ill-feeling
in the community. An intra-faith dialogue
amongst leaders of the various sub-sects will
help the community progress together and
prepare us for challenges ahead. It will create
unity. Today, there is a marked shift from
spiritual values to religious ritualist rigidity
and a supremist / egoistic attitude is being
groomed covertly.

We are born as Jains. It was not a choice;
the question we need to ask ourselves is that
would we still call Jainism the greatest religion
if we were born in a Christian or Muslim
family? In most cases the answer will be big
no. We hear this a lot nowadays, a sense of
entitlement in being born as a Jain and to
express ourselves rather pompously that
Jainism is the best or greatest religion in the
world. Ironically, 90% of those who claim that
Jainism is the greatest religion in the world
have hardly studied other religions. This is not
upholding the spirit of Anekanta. Jaina
philosophy has always been the flag bearer of
Non-violence and seeing its followers taking
to a path that leads to religious exclusivism is
rather alarming. Tirthankara Mahavira
understood reality in its totality and was
critical of certain viewpoints; but to ignorantly
criticize someone is dangerous. This again
highlights the importance of how to interpret
the Agamas correctly. In some sub-sects,
reading of scriptures is limited and demands
certain qualifications for the same, in the

current scenario, probably a wise move. Our
scriptures have been written in different Nayas
and without the understanding of
Anekantavada and Syadvada the meaning and
essence is likely to be distorted. Young Jains
must be encouraged to read other philosophies
as well. Our forefathers showed immense faith
in their belief system and were open to
scrutiny by others. Their confidence was due
to a perfect amalgamation of Right Faith and
Right knowledge. We must also nurture the
same ideology; Tirthankara Mahavira never
promoted religious supremacy though he
influenced and inspired millions. Those
people choose the path laid by Tirthankara
Mabhavira after logical deliberations and made
aself-realized choice.

To study any philosophical school under
the lens of Vedic or Sramanic, Astika or
Nastika narrows its reach and message. We
need to study philosophy with an open mind to
promote oneness and paving the path of peace
and harmony in the society.

CONCLUSION

The Sutrakratanga Sutra begins with the
words Bujjhejja tiygtejja which hold great
spiritual significance and deeper
contemplation reveals subtle realities.
Bujjhejja means to know and tiuttejja means
to break or to destroy. From a meta-physical
perspective, it refers to reconciliation of
knowledge and conduct. In the context of
varying philosophical beliefs, it can be
interpreted as first to know all these beliefs and
schools and then renounce them after due
diligence.

To finish with an anecdote, An Acarya
taught his disciple the lesson of Anekanta and
asked him to travel and study all philosophies
and make a note of all false/pseudo/ delusional
beliefs and bring it to him. The student
travelled all over and studied all schools and
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returned to his guru. After exchange of
pleasantries the guru asked him for his note
and all the philosophies he thought were
untrue. The disciple with humility replied that
his hands were empty. The guru asked was it
because he did not have paper to write. The
disciple said no, he had paper. Again, the guru
asked if he did not prepare a list due to lack of
ink, again the disciple replied in the negative.
He said he had the ink. Again, the guru asked if
it was because he did not have a nib. The
disciple replied he had one. The guru asked
again if he did not make a list because he did
not find anything untrue.To this the disciple
replied in the affirmative. He said nothing
seemed untrue and hence he did not make a
list. Pleased the guru replied that he can go
home now;his education was complete. This is
the true essence of Anekanta. This is the need
of the hour. Anckanta is the integrity of
multiplicity.

In the Sutrakrtanga Sutra the root of
violence is given as the attachment and the will
for possession leads to violence. Promoting
Right knowledge and letting go of ignorance
and delusion by giving up non-absolutistic
beliefs is the crux of Sutrakrtanga Sutra.

Citamantamacitam va Parigijjha

kisamavi/
Annam’ va anujanati, evam’ dukha na
muccai // (1/1/2)

To uphold the spirit of reconciliation all
religions need to come together and accept the
Anekantika principle preached by Tirthankara
Mahavira. Rather than sticking to their
absolutistic viewpoints all religions need to
accept the relativity of truth and accept that
they represent a part of the truth and not the
complete truth. The pragmatism shown by
Tirthankara Mahavira is required today to
build peace, brotherhood, and social harmony
in our society.
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Good Lines

Mprs. Minakshi Dinesh Jain
1. Stress comes when we compare ourselves

with the others.

2. We do not see things as they are, we see
things as we are.

3. Put all excuses aside and remember this,
you are capable.

4. We have multiplied our possessions, but
reduced our values.

5. It is nice to be important, but it is more
important, to be nice.

-17/729, CHB, Jodhpur-342008 (Raj.)
Question Answer
Q1. How can we inculcate Jaina values in
children?

Ans. Jaina values and practices can be
encouraged from an early age. At home, basic
practices like incorporating prayers and
mantras into daily life, as well as practicing
vegetarianism, will lay a strong foundation for
children.

Involve children in religious activities,
ensuring their safety and comfort in religious
settings. Take them along to visit Jaina sadhus
and sadhvis together, and celebrate festivals
together. Young children can even observe
some of the festival rules such as not eating
after sunset during the eight to ten days of
Paryusana Parva. Encourage children to spend
time with the local Jaina Sanigha, make friends
with other Jaina children, and get habituated to
listening to spiritual discourses.

As they get older, teach them the
significance of special religious days, and
encourage them to pray, meditate, and fast for
their own soul’s liberation. If they like to read,
encourage them to read Jaina stories that will
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capture their attention. Also, allow them to
undertake simple vows and fasting, such as
ekasana (eating once a day).

Remember that children learn best by
observing their siblings, friends, parents, and
elders. Ensuring your own spiritual practice is
strong and consistent is the best way to prepare

your children for the Jaina way of life.
-Book ‘With the ferryman’ -Dulichand Jain
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JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

Special Foods for undernourished Children
Supplementary Nutrition Food for Mass Feeding Programmes

With Best Wishes :

JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

G-220, Sitapura Ind. Area,

Tonk Road, Jaipur-302022 (Raj)
Tel.: 0141-2770294 Certification 22000
Email-jvsfoods @yahoo.com N—

Website-www.jvsfoods.com
FSSAI LIC. No. 10012013000138
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Centrally located in Thane (W) | Sky park | Sky

community | Lavish clubhouse | Swimming I M M E N s A

THANE (W)
pools | Indoor squash court | Badminton courts EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

TO BOOK 1, 2 & 3 BHK HOMES, CALL: +91 22 3064 3065

Site Address: Bayer Compound, Kolshet Road, Thane (W) - 400 601. | Head Office:101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opposite Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (E), In association with
Mumbai - 400 055. | Tel: +91 22 3064 5000 | Fax: +91 22 3064 3131 | Email: sales@kalpataru.com | Website: www.kalpataru.com

uld be provided, if required. All _
pecifications or features without PROPERTY FUND

or obligation. Images are for representative pur tions apply.
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If undelivered, Please return to
Samyaggyan Pracharak Mandal
Above Shop No. 182,
Bapu Bazar, Jaipur-302003 (Raj.)
Tel. : 0141-2575997
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