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THE SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION OF DIFFERENT
IDEOLOGIES AND FAITH AS EXPOUNDED BY
TIRTHANKARA MAHAVIRA IN SUTRAKRTANGA SUTRA

D.Reshma, Assistant Professor.

INTRODCTION

Today, humanity is facing its most
difficult challenge in the form of corruption,
casteism, religious fundamentalism, selfish
motives, and interests. We find ourselves in the
whirlpool of ever-increasing violence and
acrimony. Moreover, we live in a materialist
and sensually over-stimulated society which
adds greater burden on our limited resources
and leading to hoarding of resources creating
inequality.There is an urgent need to address
these issues and find amicable solutions to end
the chaos of violence at a physical and
intellectual level and restore moral order and
peace. The advancements of science and
technology has played the role of a double-
edged sword. On one hand advancements in
health sector have helped us fight the
pandemic while weapon technology has de-
stabilised many regions and made peace
volatile.

ROLE OF RELIGION

Religion has a very important role to
play to solve these pressing issues; it is an
integral part of life and commands great
reverence from all mankind irrespective of
religious affiliations. It holds great power
which is evident from human history as some
of the worst wars that have been fought were in
the name of religion and today it has become a
divisive force. Violence related to religious
fundamentalism along with intolerance and a
supremacist attitude is on the rise. Religion
alone can resolve these dangerous tendencies

before it results in complete fragmentation of
society. It must play a unifying role and
religious leaders from all religions must work
together to remove the seeds of discord and
mistrust to ensure a moral and just society in
the future. The onus lies greatly on religious
leaders to work beyond selfish and petty
interests and nurture the spirit of
reconciliation.

When we talk about reconciliation,the
most important first step is to understand that
there is a conflict and all those involved must
take equal responsibility for it. Acceptance of
differences is the first step towards
reconciliation. Acceptance of mistakes require
great courage and indicates humility which is
the first step towards self-realization.
Acceptance leads to identification of the
problem and promotes empathy and
understanding. The next step is preparation for
reconciliation, in other words, what one is
prepared to do to reconcile? Finally, the
actions that are necessary for change and
striving to make the change.

For a long time, religion and scriptures
have been the guiding system for man. They
have provided man with solutions for
everything. All religions talk about peace,
love, righteousness, and harmony. Each
school gives its own set of well-defined rules
and laws for man with liberation or salvation
as its end goal. But absolutistic beliefs
regarding religion have divided humanity like
no other. The problem begins when religions
start to propagate their truth as the only truth
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and reject all others. Tirthankara Mahavira
came up with a solution to negate the
absolutistic viewpoints of other religions.
Jainism can act as a unifying philosophy as it
rejects absolutism of any kind. Tirthankara
Mahavira has proposed a well etched out path
for reconciliation based on non-absolutistic
principles.In this paper I am going to look at
the spirit of reconciliation as expounded by
Tirthankara Mahavira in Sutrakrtanga Sutra.

Jaina philosophy is considered as one of
oldest living systems of the world, Propagated
by Tirthankaras who areVitragi, Sarvajna and
Hitopasdesi. Every half time-cycle produces
twenty-four Tirthankaras. Tirthankara
Risabha was the first Tirthankara and
Tirthankara Mahavira is the last Tirthankara of
this Avasarpini time-cycle. After attaining
Kevala-Jnana Tirthankara Mahavira,
showered his infinite compassion byreciting
the Tripadi and his Ganadharas (prime
disciples) then collectively scripted them and
gave us the Agamas or scriptures. The Agamas
are the essence of the sermons delivered by
TirthankaraMahavira and most ancient form
of Jaina literature.After the Nirvana of
Tirthankara Mahavira, the Jaina congregation
made great efforts to preserve them. Deep
studies of the Agamas help the Jiva remove the
veil of ignorance and helps him rediscover his
true self and put him on the path of spiritual
purification. The Agamas consist of twelve
Anga-agamas which are known as the
Dvadasanga. The Sutrakrtanga Sutra is the
second Anga- Agama of the series.
INTRODUCTION TO SUTRAKRTANGA
SUTRA

Tirthankara Mahavira discouraged a
one-sided focus on knowledge, faith or
conduct. He never looked at knowledge, faith
and conduct from a point of exclusivity. He
always propounded for integration of

knowledge, faith and conduct. For instance, in
the Acaranga Sutra we see greater emphasis on
conduct and the knowledge portion treated as
an auxiliary part, whereas in the Sutrakrtanga
Sutra, knowledge is the prime focus while
conduct is secondary. Coordination has
always been the goal of Jaina philosophy.

Sutrakratanga Sutra is the second of the
Anga Agamas in the Dva dasaniga but from the
point of view of philosophical studies, it is
considered more important than Acaranga
Sutra. It contains description of the schools
prevalent during the times of Tirthankara
Mahavira. While some of the schools are
related to conduct, some schools are based on
philosophical ideologies. While describing
these schools a similar pattern was followed,;
firstly, these schools are introduced, and their
ideologies explained and in the second part
they are refuted. We find similar patterns in
texts of other schools. The Buddhist text
Abhidhammapitika is also composed in the
same style. Similar philosophical discussions
are found in the ancient texts like the
Upanishads.

Tirthankara Mahavira looked at conduct
from various perspectives and in Sutrakrtanga
Sutra conduct is analysed from a philosophical
perspective. It begins with Bujjhejja which
signifies to know and acquiring right
knowledge is the theme of the text. With
removal of ignorance as the prime focus
Tirthankara Mahavira has given description of
various schools to promote awareness
amongst newly initiated ascetics not to fall
prey to their sweet nectar dipped words of
otherschools.

Sutrakrtan'ga Sutra has two
Srutaskandhas and the first Srutaskandha is
comparatively older than the second. There is
a belief that the second Srutaskandha was
added by later Jaina Acaryas. The first
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Srutaskandha has sixteen chapters and the
second has seven chapters. The text
predominately delves upon the doctrines of
other philosophies. Newly initiated ascetics
study the Sutrakrtanga Sutra to understand
these doctrines and enables to differentiate
between right and wrong and analyse the
doctrines propensity. The importance of
Sutrakrtanga Sutra from a philosophical
perspective is unique. It is a perfect
amalgamation of knowledge and conduct.

The Sutrakrtanga Sutra records
several old doctrines regarding soul, creation
and mortality. The Panchmahabhutavada
regards the soul as an evolute of the five
elements viz, earth, water, air, fire and sky. The
soul is destroyed when these five elements
dissolve. Some believe that there is an

intelligent principle who appears in various
forms in the universe. The Atmasasthavada
regard the soul as the sixth element and insist
that the world and the soul both are eternal and
promote determinism. The Buddhist advocate
that the universe is made up of five momentary
aggregates known as skandhas, which are
neither identical nor different : neither caused
nor uncaused. The Niyativada believe that
suffering is due to fate. Then there are the
sceptics who did not know anything for
certain. With regards to creation there are
some who believe that the universe is created
by gods, some believe that the universe is
created by Brahmana; some believe that Tsvara
is the creator. While some advocated that the
universe is derived from the Pradhana
element. (Conftinue)
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Question Answer

Q1. What does the popular Jaina phrase
“Micchami Dukkadam’ mean?
Ans. The phrase “Micchami Dukkadam”
translates as “May my sins become fruitless.”
The complete confession which precedes this
phrase is : “If I have hurt you, knowingly or
unknowingly, in thought, word or deed, I seek
your forgiveness. May this act of repentance
make my sins void.” It thus refers to all actions
committed intentionally or unintentionally,
knowingly or unknowingly, and by omission
or commission.

Greeting others with “Micchami
Dukkadam” has become synonymous with the
festival of Samvatsart and is a powerful form
of repentance. By doing so, we undo the hurt
we have caused others and also cleanse

ourselves of guilt.
-Book ‘With the ferryman’ -Dulichand Jain
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[ 10 Ry 2022 | 22 [ froramh |
I FEAT H1 BIGH e il et & getetcares
TG AR W@ ST STeTie
Y e 18 fem w N
T = et 1 2 1. oo e e s e
M A e A EHETR
S FErt R 2. %AW w T g ST & e
sau o= wem = nf & oy TR g B
FelferTdl 7 ST 3. o & W B A gty A & et o
ol oo e fea HAT Y 3T e B
Telfed W Fehdehton 4. o9 TAK ToOIT H GG & wElh o
woh fea m H 13T ol HH LT B
Feft Sfi & & amonl 5. vTfe v oft St g Teen & S e @
R §, WA R, B (W) g it gel |
Balance Sheet of Life 6. € &I A HA & I 99 HEAT w5 B
Shri Shrikant Gupta Jafeh o} oA T YT 1 AT EaT 8
Our Birth is our Opening Balance!. 7. ¥ 9 gH 91 T § SFH-T0T Rd 8
Our Death is our Closing Balance!. Ffp o 57 = TR T o7 T R

Our Prejudiced Views are our Liabilities.
Our Creative Ideas are our Assets.
Heart is our Current Asset.

Soul is our Fixed Asset.

Brain is our Fixed Deposit.

Thinking is our Current Account.
Achievements are our Capital.
Character & Morals are Stock-in-Trade.
Friends are our General Reserves.
Values & Behavior are our Goodwill.
Love is our Dividend.

Children are our Bonus Issues.
Education is Brands/Patents.
Knowledge is our Investment.
Experience is our Premium Account.

The Aim is to Tally the Balance Sheet
Accurately.

The Goal is to get the Best Presented
Accounts Award

-Jodhpur (Raj.)
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Collection : Jagrit Jain
Great mind discusses ideas.
Average mind discusses events.
Small mind discusses people.

Think which kind of mind do you have.
-17/729, CHB, Jodhpur-342008 (Raj.)
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1. =HET—gaT—ar & ST S FAR e H 1 A Wi @ 7

2. nfEat ok fagl # @ vt fohed e R et =R i ot 7

3. QIR o IYHAT IR THATHIE 3l TG H Hd TN TEH i & ?

4, U ottt forg s Y, ST I @ gaie’ ufes =1 oy wase Hifig)

5. MioH &H T EHETa 8 7

6. TSI AN H Toh-GER o T ITIca Te o FATHRTE ?

7. ST ve g AT EeR AT R ?

8. &ud 7=y val @ ford ovg fomw @ ?

9. Whatdid the monk do when he opened his eyes?

. 10. Write three synonyms of the given words- Aversion, Monks, Endurance and Alleviate.
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Acharya Hasti Meghavi Chatravritti Yojna Has Successfully Completed 13 Years And Contributed
Scholarship To Nearly 4500 Students. Many Of The Students Have Become Graduates, Doctors, Software-
Professionals, Engineers And Businessmen. We Look Forward To Your Valuable Contribution Towards This
Noble Cause And Continue In OQur Endeavour To Provide Education And Spirituals Knowledge Towards A
Better Future For The Students. Please Donate For This Noble Cause And Make This Scholarship
Programme More Successful. We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors.

We Have Launched Membership Plans For Donors
MEMBERSHIP PLAN (ONE YEAR)

SILVER MEMBER GOLD MEMBER PLATINUM MEMBER
RS.50000 RS.75000 RS. 100000
DIAMOND MEMBER KOHINOOR MEMBER
RS.200000 RS.500000

Note - Your Name Will Be Published In Jinwani Every Month For One Year.

The Fund Acknowledges Donation From Rs.3000/- Onwards. For Scholarship Fund Details Please
Contact M.Harish Kavad, Chennal (+91 95001 14455)
The Bank A/c Details is as follows - Bank Name & Address - AXIS BANK Anna Salai, Chennai (TN)

A/c Name- Gajendra Nidhi Acharya Hasti Scholarship Fund IFSC Code - UTIB000O168

Alc No. 168010100120722 PAN No. - AAMATG1995)
Note- Donation to Gajendra Nidhi are exempted u/s 80G of Income Tax Act 1961.
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S @1 AH-JINWANI, S~ State Bank of India, e @Td1 #&31-51026632986,
@raT-SAVING Account, 3TT8.U%.TH. Sig-SBIN0031843, sita-Bapu Bazar, Jaipur
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LUXURIOUS VILLAS AND G+2 APARTMENTS AVAILABLE Sample G+2

- . Apartment Ready

“ Uch JeY MAFHERYH " 76 Acre* Township
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS** FULL OF AMENITIES

SITTING AREA STADIUM

Eﬁi HOSPITAL CLUBHOUSE m ELDERLY QPSRg)  CENCHET Q TENNIS

I SHOPPING T CONVENIENT
H maLL LIl sHopriNG

Y VOLLEYBALL

WALKING 24/7 GATED
LAYy TRACK sV secummy

ADHYATMIC
SANSTHAN

W WATER ﬁ YOGA BASKETBALL

& 8504 000 222 |
O www.navkarcity.com | !‘;}l 0 HAdohiY ﬁa’, 'Q'I(_"l"rlo'lTI'UT[ﬁ??, Gﬁ'&Tg{

THAN.COV.IN | BERA BEC.NO. RAYT
*Phase 1is on Sale i, part of HERA number stated
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JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

Special Foods for undernourished Children
Supplementary Nutrition Food for Mass Feeding Programmes

With Best Wishes :

JUS Foods Pvt. Ltd.

G-220, Sitapura Ind. Area,

Tonk Road, Jaipur-302022 (Raj.)
Tel.: 0141-2770294 Certification 22000
Email-jvsfoods @yahoo.com N—

Website-www.jvsfoods.com
FSSAI LIC. No. 10012013000138
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Centrally located in Thane (W) | Sky park | Sky
community | Lavish clubhouse | Swimming

pools | Indoor squash court | Badminton courts
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PROJECT

IMMENSA

THANE (W)
EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

TO BOOK 1, 2 & 3 BHK HOMES,

CALL: +91 22 3064 3065

Site Address: Bayer Compound, Kolshet Road, Thane (W) - 400 601. | Head Office:101, Kalpataru Synergy, Opposite Grand Hyatt, Santacruz (E),  In association with
Mumbai - 400 055. | Tel: +91 22 3064 5000 | Fax: +91 22 3064 3131 | Email: sales@kalpataru.com | Website: www.kalpataru.com

This p
specifi
any notice or obligation. Images are for representative purposes only. *Conditions apply.

is secured with Axis Trustee Services Ltd. and Housing Development Finance Corporation Limited. The

Objection Certificate/Permission would be provided, if required. Al _
gns, facilities, dimensions, etc. are subject to the approval of the respective authorities and the developers reserve the right to change the specifications or features without PROPERTY FUND
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If undelivered, Please return to

Samyaggyan Pracharak Mandal
Above Shop No. 182,
Bapu Bazar, Jaipur-302003 (Raj.)
Tel. : 0141-2575997
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